
Geography 

Geographical concepts and skills 

Opportunities for skill development are identified by the symbols below in the Teaching Program. 
Place, space and interconnection  
Predict changes in the characteristics of places over time and identify the possible implications of change for the future (VCGGC127) § 
Identify, analyse and explain significant spatial distributions and patterns and identify and evaluate their implications, over time and at different 
scales (VCGGC128) † 
Identify, analyse and explain significant interconnections within places and between places over time and at different scales, and evaluate the 
resulting changes and further consequences(VCGGC129) ‡ 
Data and information 
Collect and record relevant geographical data and information, using ethical protocols, from reliable and useful primary and secondary 
sources (VCGGC130) • 
Select, organise and represent data and information in different forms, including by constructing special purpose maps that conform to 
cartographic conventions, using digital and spatial technologies as appropriate (VCGGC131) ∆ 
Analyse and evaluate data, maps and other geographical information using digital and spatial technologies and Geographical Information 
Systems as appropriate, to develop identifications, descriptions, explanations and conclusions that use geographical terminology (VCGGC132) ƒ 

Key questions  
• What are the causes and consequences of change in places and environments? 
• What are the future implications of changes to places and environments and what management options exist for sustaining human and 

natural systems into the future? 
• Why are interconnections and interdependencies important for the future of places and environments? 
• How can the spatial variation between places and changes in environments be explained? 
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Geographical knowledge 

Suggested Year 9 Program Suggested Year 10 Program 

Strands and content 
descriptions 

Suggested resources  
(From Pearson Geography 9 Student Book. If Teacher 

Companion [TC] or eBook are referenced, this will be stated.) 

Strands and content 
descriptions 

Suggested resources  
(From Pearson Geography 10 Student Book. If Teacher 

Companion [TC] or eBook are referenced, this will be stated.) 

Biomes and food 
security 
Suggested time 
required: 
approximately 6 weeks  

 Environmental change 
and management 
Suggested time 
required: 
approximately 6 weeks  

 

Distribution and 
characteristics of 
biomes as regions with 
distinctive climates, 
soils, vegetation and 
productivity 
(VCGGK133) 

• identifying and describing the major aquatic and 
terrestrial biomes of Australia and the world, and 
their spatial distribution 
– p. 22 – What are Biomes 
– pp. 30 to 33 – Global distribution of Biomes 
– p. 33 – Activities – Questions 1 to 4 § † 
– pp. 42 to 45 
– p. 45 – Activities Questions 1 to 2 § †  

• examining the influence of climate on biomass 
production (as measured by net primary 
productivity) in different biomes 
– pp. 116 to 119 
– p. 119 – Activities – Questions 1 to 6 † ∆ ƒ 

Different types and 
distribution of 
environmental changes 
and the forms it takes in 
different places 
(VCGGK144) 

• creating a map to show measures of environmental 
change, using a spatial technologies application 
– pp. 4 to 5  
– p. 5 – Activities – Question 5 • ∆ ƒ  

• examining spatial data and information on 
desertification affecting drylands 
– pp. 16 to 17 
– p. 17 – Answers – Questions 1 to 6 • ∆ ƒ 

• describing and analysing a global map showing 
access to safe water and investigating differences 
in water pollution in different places 
– pp. 20 to 21  
– p. 21 – Answers – Questions 4 to 6 § † ƒ 

Environmental, 
economic and 
technological factors 
that influence crop 
yields in Australia and 
across the world 
(VCGGK134) 

• investigating the environmental constraints on 
agricultural production in Australia, such as soil 
moisture, water resources and soils, and the extent 
to which agricultural innovations have overcome 
them 
– pp.120 to 127 – Soil 
– p. 123 – Activities – Questions 1 to 6, 8 and 9 § †  
– p. 125 – Activities – Questions 1 to 4 § † ‡  
– p. 127 – Activities – Questions 1 to 5 § † ‡ • 

• investigating how high crop yields around the world 
(for example from wheat, rice and maize) are related 
to factors such as irrigation, accessibility, labour 
supply, landforms and agricultural technologies, 

Environmental, economic 
and technological factors 
that influence 
environmental change 
and human responses to 
its management 
(VCGGK145) 

• identifying human-induced environmental changes, 
such as water and atmospheric pollution, loss of 
biodiversity, degradation of land, inland and coastal 
aquatic environments, and evaluating the 
challenges they pose for the sustainability of 
environmental functions 
– pp. 20 to 21  
– p. 21 – Activities 3 and 4 § † 
– pp. 32 to 35 
– p. 35 – Activity 4 and 5.• ∆ ƒ 

• evaluating the concept of ecosystem services and 
the importance of these services for sustainability of 
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such as high yielding varieties 
– pp. 112 to 113 – Crop yields 
– p. 113 – Activities – Questions 1 to 7 § †  

• using the concept of soil moisture budget to 
examine the spatial and seasonal quantity of soil 
moisture available for agriculture in different places 
in Australia 
– pp. 134 to 141 – Australia, Soil and Innovation 
– p. 139 – Activities – Questions 5 and 6 § † ‡ 
– p. 141 – Activities – Questions 6 and 7 § ‡ • ƒ 

biodiversity 
– p. 25 
– p. 25 – Activity 9.§ • ƒ 
– p. 138 
– p. 180 
– p. 47 
– p. 47 – Activity 3 to 5 § †•  
– p. 55 
– p. 64 

• discussing whether environmental change is 
necessarily a problem that should be managed 
– pp. 175 to 177 – Urbanisation and change 
– p. 177 – Activity 6 and 7 § †  

• proposing geographical management strategies for 
the environmental change being investigated, for 
example, establishing reserves and corridors to 
preserve biodiversity (a spatial strategy), 
ecosystem-based management (an environmental 
strategy), urban planning to reduce energy 
consumption (a spatial strategy), and addressing 
the underlying as well as immediate causes of 
environmental change (holistic thinking) 

 This is a teacher-directed task determined by 
choices of area of study 

• applying the concept of place to explain the variety 
of strategies and solutions to similar environmental 
changes in different places 
– p. 6 – environmental change 
– pp. 33 to 34 – environmental change 
– p. 35 – Activities – 4 to 6 § † ‡  
– p. 38 – environmental change 

The interconnection 
between food 
production and land and 
water degradation; 
shortage of fresh water; 
competing land uses; 
and climate change, for 

• exploring environmental challenges to food 
production from land degradation (soil erosion, 
salinity, desertification), industrial pollution, water 
scarcity and climate change 
– pp. 160 to 163 
– p. 163 – Activity Questions 6 and 9 § † ‡  

Environmental worldviews 
of people and their impli-
cations for environmental 
management 
(VCGGK146) 

• describing the role of people’s environmental 
worldviews, for example, human-centred and earth-
centred, in producing different attitudes and 
approaches towards environmental management 
– p. 48 
– p. 49 – Activity 5 § ƒ 
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Australia and other 
areas of the world 
(VCGGK135) 

• identifying the impacts on food production from 
competing land uses. For example, urban and 
industrial uses, mining, production of food crops for 
biofuels, production of food crops for livestock, and 
recreation (such as golf courses) 
– pp. 166 to 167 
– p. 167 – Activity Questions 2, 3 and 5 § † ‡ ƒ 

• evaluating whether some ways of increasing food 
production could threaten sustainability 
– pp. 190 to 193 
– p. 193 – Activity – Questions 1 to 4 § • ƒ 

• comparing the differences in people’s views about 
the causes of environmental issues in Australia and 
across the world and explaining people’s choices of 
methods for managing or responding to 
environmental changes 
– pp. 10 to 32 

• discussing the influence of people’s world views on 
programs for the management of the environmental 
change being investigated 
– p. 36 
– pp. 39 – Activities 10 and 11 § † ƒ 

Human alteration of 
biomes to produce food, 
industrial materials and 
fibres, and the 
environmental effects of 
these alterations 
(VCGGK136) 

• identifying the biomes in Australia and overseas that 
produce some of the foods and plant material 
people consume  
– pp. 52 to 55 – Biomes and food Security 
– p. 52 – Source 2.41 – Food crops around the world 

§ • ∆  
– p. 55 – Activity – Questions 1 to 7 § † ‡ ∆ ƒ 

• investigating ways that the production of food and 
fibre has altered some biomes through, for example, 
vegetation clearance, introduction of exotic species, 
drainage, terracing and irrigation 
– pp. 56 to 59 – Human Alteration to Biomes 
– p. 59 – Activity – Questions 1 to 6 § † ‡ ƒ 

• using the concept of a system to identify the 
differences between natural and agricultural 
ecosystems in flows of nutrients and water, and in 
biodiversity 
– pp. 50 to 51 
– p. 51 – Activities – Questions 4 and 5 § † ƒ 

Causes and con-
sequences of an 
environmental change, 
comparing examples 
from Australia and at 
least one other country 
(VCGGK147) 

• using the concept of a system to examine the 
interconnections between biophysical processes 
and the human actions, and their underlying 
causes, that generate environmental change, 
together with the consequences of these changes 
and evaluating the effects of the environmental 
change on the sustainability of the environment  

 Listed below is information for all areas of study 
dependent upon teacher choice. 

Forests 
– Australia – Australian East Coast – p. 76 
– Mexico – Yucatan Peninsula – p. 80 
Coastal environments 
– Australia – Great Sandy Region – p. 98 
– Canada – Bay of Tandy – p. 104 
Marine environments 
– Australia – Bass Strait – p. 128 
– Mexico – Gulf of Mexico – p. 132  
Inland water 
– Australia – Great Artesian Basin – p. 156 
– Tanzania – Pangani River basin – p. 160 
Urban environments 
– Australia – Melbourne – p.182 
– Brazil – Sao Paulo – p.196 
§ † ‡ • ∆ ƒ 

Land and resource • investigating the knowledge and practices of Aboriginal and Torres • researching the role of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
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management strategies 
used by Aboriginal or 
Torres Strait Islander 
peoples to achieve food 
security over time 
(VCGGK137) 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples that 
enabled them to use resources and environments 
sustainably (such as rotational use and harvesting of 
resources through planned movement, controlled 
burning, temporary or permanent prohibitions on 
hunting animals and harvesting plants, and 
limitations on harvesting) and how some of this 
knowledge is currently shared among Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples and also with non-
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 
– pp. 6 to 7 
– pp. 52 to 55 
– pp. 93 to 94 

• investigating the impacts of alterations of biomes on 
the productivity and availability of staple resources 
for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, for 
example, the Murnong (yam daisy) in Victoria 
– pp. 154 to 179 
– p. 197 

Strait Islander peoples’ 
approaches to custodial 
responsibility and 
environmental manage-
ment in different regions 
of Australia 
(VCGGK148) 

Islander peoples in environmental management 
– p. 42 
– p. 47 – Activities 2 and 3 § ‡ ∆ 

• explaining Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
models of sustainability that contribute to broader 
conservation practices 
– p. 44 
– p. 47 – Activities 4 and 5 ƒ 

• discussing why land management agencies are 
working with Traditional Owners to manage 
environmental change and challenges 
– p. 46 
– p. 47 – Activities 6 and 7 § ∆ ƒ 

Challenges in feeding 
the current and 
projected populations of 
Australia and the world, 
and responses to these 
challenges 
(VCGGK138) 

• examining the effects of anticipated future 
population growth on global food production and 
security, and its implications for agriculture and 
agricultural innovation 
– pp. 176 to 177 
– p. 177 – Activities – Questions 1 to 5 § † ƒ 
– pp. 182 to 185 
– p. 185 – Activities – Questions 1 to 7 ‡ • ∆ ƒ 

• researching the potential of agricultural production in 
northern Australia 

Suggested activity for teaching this elaboration 
Using the page suggestions below, examine how 
Australian landscapes in the north, can be utilised for 
agricultural production.  
• Compile a list of possible locations and suitable 

agricultural endeavours  
• The following websites may also be useful  

– https://www.cdu.edu.au/sites/default/files/ 

Application of environ-
mental economic and 
social criteria in 
evaluating management 
responses to an 
environmental change, 
and the predicted 
outcomes and further 
consequences of 
management responses 
on the environment and 
places, comparing 
examples from Australia 
and at least one other 
country 
(VCGGK149) 

• explaining how communities and governments 
attempt to balance environmental, economic and 
social criteria in decisions on environmental 
programs, and the extent to which there can be 
trade-offs between them and debating the practical 
and ethical dilemmas of national and international 
conservation programs aimed at the environmental 
change being investigated 

 Listed below is information for all areas of study 
dependent upon teacher choice. 
Forests 

– Management responsibility – p. 72 
Coastal environments 

– Managing coastal environments – p. 94 
Marine environments 

– Managing marine environments – p. 94 
Inland water 

– Human environmental systems thinking – p. 152 
Urban environments 

Pearson Australia. Teaching Program: Victorian Curriculum Humanities, Years 9 and 10. 
Victorian Curriculum F-10 Humanities © VCAA (2016); reproduced by permission.  

32 

Sam
ple Pages

http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCGGK137
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCGGK148
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCGGK138
https://www.cdu.edu.au/sites/default/files/%20the-northern-institute/docs/northern-australia-white-paper.pdf
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCGGK149


the-northern-institute/docs/northern-australia-
white-paper.pdf  

– http://theconversation.com/agriculture-in-australia-
growing-more-than-our-farming-future-22843  

– http://www.kimberleytocape.net.au/wp-
content/uploads/2015/10/Sharing-Success-Series-
Nth-Aust-Agriculture-in-2030-DISCUSSION-
PAPER-4Mar16A3foldout-plus-refs.pdf  

• p. 93 – Australian food production 
• p.135 – Soil  
• pp. 200 to 201 – Perennial polyculture 

–––––––––––––––––––––––– 
• identifying how poverty, food wastage, government 

policies and trade barriers could affect future food 
security 
– pp. 188 to 189  
– p. 189 – Activities – Questions 4 to 6 § † ∆ ƒ 

• applying an understanding of the functioning of 
natural and agricultural ecosystems to investigate 
ways of making Australian agriculture more 
sustainable 
– pp. 190 to 193 – Sustainable agriculture 
– TC – p. 192 – Spotlight Support – Taking it further 
∆ ƒ 

– pp. 198 to 199 – Restoring ecosystems 
– p. 199 – Activities – Questions 3 to 5 § ƒ 

• examining a contemporary geographical issue 
related to food production and security and debating 
alternative responses that consider environmental, 
economic and social factors 
– pp. 146 to 147 
– p. 147 – Activities – Questions 3 and 4 § † ‡  

– Managing urban biodiversity – p. 124 
§ † ‡ • ∆ ƒ 

Geographies of 
interconnection 
Suggested time 
required: 
approximately 6 weeks  

 Geographies of human 
wellbeing 
Suggested time 
required: 
approximately 6 weeks  
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Economics and Business  
Key questions  
• How might the performance of an economy be measured? 
• What is the link between economic performance and living standards? 
• Why are there variations in living standards in different economies? 
• What strategies can be used to manage financial risks and rewards? 
• How does creating a competitive advantage benefit business? 
• How can enterprising behaviours and capabilities be used in the workplace? 
• How do changing workplaces affect workers? 

Economics and business knowledge  

Suggested Year 9 Program Suggested Year 10 Program 

Strands and content 
descriptions 

Suggested resources  
(From Pearson Economics and Business 9 chapters) 

Strands and content 
descriptions 

Suggested resources  
(From Pearson Economics and Business 10 chapters) 

Suggested time required: approximately 3 to 5 weeks across all Economics and 
Business topics for Year 9 

Suggested time required: approximately 3 to 5 weeks across all Economics and 
Business topics for Year 10 

Resource allocation 
and making choices 
Suggested time 
required: approximately 
0.5 week 

 Resource allocation and 
making choices 
Suggested time required: 
approximately 1 week 

 

Investigate Australia as a 
trading nation and its 
place within Asia and the 
global economy 
(VCEBR020) 

• describing the characteristics of the Australian 
economy such as its participants and resource 
base 
– pp. 40 to 43 
– p. 43 – Activities – Questions 6 and 7 

• identifying economic objectives of the Australian 
economy from the point of view of consumers, 
businesses, workers and governments and explain 
how these may be used as indicators of economic 
performance 
– pp. 40 to 43 
– p. 43 – Activities – Questions 4, 5 and 8 

Identify and explain the 
indicators of economic 
performance and examine 
how Australia’s economy is 
performing 
(VCEBR021) 

• identifying and explaining indicators of economic 
performance such as economic growth rates, 
unemployment rates, inflation rates, sustainability 
indexes, business confidence, human development 
index, livability, and the world happiness report 
– pp. 66 to 68 
– p. 69 – Activities – Questions 1 to 4 

• investigating the performance of the Australian 
economy using key indicators to form a conclusion 
– pp. 66 to 68 
– p. 69 – Activities – Questions 5, 6 and 7 
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  Explain the links between 
economic performance and 
living standards, including 
the variations that exist 
within and between 
economies, and give 
reasons for the possible 
causes of variations 
(VCEBR022) 

• comparing Australia’s resource base with another 
economy and exploring how this may influence trading 
relationships, for example, why does a particular 
economy manufacture electronic goods, while another 
focuses on mining? 
– pp. 68 to 69 
– p. 69 – Activities – Questions 8 

• locating a range of products in the local shopping 
centre that were produced overseas, and proposing 
reasons why they were not produced in Australia 

Suggested activity for teaching this elaboration 
Students are to complete the following research and 
observation task.  
• Students are to fulfil a shopping list (seven items on a 

list) through online sources of Coles/Woolworths.  
• While fulfilling the shopping list requirements, students 

are to see if they can purchase Australian items, 
costing of AU product compared to foreign item.  

• Details of packaging locations and manufacturing 
locations for each product are to be developed and 
identified as a part of the task.  

• From the research conducted, students need to 
identify reasons for the overseas supply of these 
products.  

–––––––––––––––––––––––– 
• mapping the global supply chain for a product to 

identify the participants in the chain 

Suggested activity for teaching this elaboration 
Teacher needs to identify the meaning of the term ‘global 
supply chain’.  
• Teacher to provide an example of a current global 

supply chain 
• Students are to undertake an Inquiry Task: 

– Students conduct research. 
– They need to discover a product of significance to 

their spending habits. 
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